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“Loveliest of trees, the cherry now
Is hung with bloom along the bough,
And stands about the woodland ride
Wearing white for Eastertide.
Now, of my threescore years and ten,
Twenty will not come again,
And take from seventy springs a score,

It only leaves me fifty more.
And since to look at things in bloom
Fifty springs are little room,
About the woodlands I will go
To see the cherry hung with snow.”
-A.E. Housman, Loveliest of Trees
Welcome to National Poetry Month!
The Academy of American Poets, inspired by the success of Black History Month and
Women’s History Month, created National Poetry Month in 1996. It is the largest literary
celebration in the world and UCF Libraries are proud to do their part.
UCF Libraries have gathered suggestions to feature 14 books of poetry that are
currently in the UCF collection. These works represent a wide range of favorite poetry
books of our faculty and staff.
These, and additional titles, are also on the Featured Bookshelf display on the second
(main) floor next to the bank of two elevators where they are joined by a selection of
nature poetry.
Keep reading below to see the full descriptions and catalog links.
~
A Shropshire Lad by A.E. Housman
Housman is a high-water mark of British lyric poetry, and this fine production captures
perfectly his strong, melodic beat and decisive rhyme, and his wonderful way with
words. Samuel West’s cultivated Midlands accent may not be specifically Shropshire,
but his voice and reading are true to Housman who was not, after all, some rough
Shropshire lad himself but an Oxford don. His Loveliest of Trees, the Cherry Now and
To an Athlete Dying Young are beautifully rendered here. West, you feel, reads poetry
as it should be read confidently, with ease and conviction, as if all the world spoke in
meter and rhyme.
Suggested by Megan Haught, Teaching & Engagement/Research & Information
Services
All the Poems of Stevie Smith by Stevie Smith
Stevie Smith is among the most popular British poets of the twentieth century. Her
poem “Not Waving but Drowning” has been widely anthologized, and her life was
celebrated in the classic 1978 movie Stevie. This new and updated edition of Stevie
Smith’s collected poems includes hundreds of works from her thirty-five-year career.
The Smith scholar Will May collects poems and illustrations from published volumes,
provides fascinating details about their provenance, and describes the various versions

Smith presented. Satirical, mischievous, teasing, disarming, Smith’s poems take
readers from comedy to tragedy and back again, while her line drawings are by turns
unsettling and beguiling.
Suggested by Rachel Edford, Teaching & Engagement
Calling a Wolf a Wolf by Kaveh Akbar
This highly-anticipated debut boldly confronts addiction and courses the strenuous path
of recovery, beginning in the wilds of the mind. Poems confront craving, control, the
constant battle of alcoholism and sobriety, and the questioning of the self and its
instincts within the context of this never-ending fight.
Suggested by Sandy Avila, Research & Information Services
Dirt Eaters by Teri Youmans Grimm
The book was born of the consequences of leaving a place and family steeped in the
history and traditions of the South. The poet, having moved to the Midwest, has become
a sort of expatriate in her father’s eyes, and she herself has underestimated the hold
that home would have over her. These poems are a mystical journey back through her
ancestry. The dead serve as conjurers and characters both real and mythologized
throughout the collection–Uncle Seward, who uses dice and the Bible as a means of
prophecy; blind Aunt Ater, who finds solace and doom in biblical numbers; an unlucky
man facing certain death as he stands on an alligator’s back; and women who gorge
themselves on dirt–all find their way back to life in these poems. Dirt Eaters seeks grace
in the unlikeliest of people and places. Bound up with the peculiar, however, is the
poet’s own desire to reconcile the handed-down shame and faulty pride within herself
as well as the religion of the ecstatic within her own quiet questioning.
Suggested by Rebecca Hawk, Circulation
Enough Ropeby Dorothy Parker
Enough Rope is Dorothy Parker's first book of poetry published in 1929. It went through
at least ten printings in a year's time. The poetry is simple, rhymed, and very Dorothy
Parker.
Suggested by Jamie LaMoreaux, Acquisitions & Collections
New & Selected Poems by Stephen Dunn
Stephen Dunn is justly celebrated as one of the strongest poets of his generation. Now
in this rich gathering, he selects from his eight collections and includes sixteen new
poems marked by the haunting “Snowmass Cycle”. The heralded clarity and intelligence
of Dunn’s poems are in full evidence here, as is his ability to charm and evoke pathos.
As ever, wit happily resides with seriousness, affirmation coexists with hardship. “I want
to find the cool, precise language / for how passion gives rise to passion,” Dunn says in
one of the new poems. For two decades, such insistence has led him to a wise lucidity

that places him among our consequential poets.
Suggested by Rebecca Hawk, Circulation
Poems by Edna St. Vincent Millay
One of America’s best-loved poets, Edna St Vincent Millay (1892-1950) burst onto the
literary scene at a very young age and won the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 1923. Her
lyrics and sonnets have thrilled generations of readers long after the notoriously
bohemian lifestyle she led in Greenwich Village in the 1920s ceased to shock them.
Suggested by Jamie LaMoreaux, Acquisitions & Collections
Poems: North & South, a cold spring by Elizabeth Bishop
Elizabeth Bishop was an American poet and writer from Worcester, Massachusetts. She
was the Poet Laureate of the United States from 1949 to 1950, a Pulitzer Prize winner
in 1956. and a National Book Award Winner for Poetry in 1970. She is considered one
of the most important and distinguished American poets of the 20th century.
Suggested by Rachel Edford, Teaching & Engagement
Selected Poetry of Ogden Nash: 650 rhymes, verses, lyrics, and poems by Ogden
Nash
Gathers poems on a variety of subjects including love, marriage, parenthood, modern
life, animals, aging, travel, work, and food.
Suggested by Rachel Edford, Teaching & Engagement & Jamie LaMoreaux,
Acquisitions & Collections
The 100 Best Poems of All Time edited by Leslie Pockell
This poetry companion puts favourite poetry and poets from around the world at your
fingertips, enabling you to revisit the classics, encounter unfamiliar masterworks and
rediscover old favourites.
Suggested by Sandy Avila, Research & Information Services
The Golden Shovel Anthology: new poems honoring Gwendolyn Brooks edited
by Peter Kahn, Ravi Shankar, and Patricia Smith
The last words of each line in a Golden Shovel poem are, in order, words from a line or
lines taken from a Brooks poem. The poems are, in a way, secretly encoded to enable
both a horizontal reading of the new poem and vertical reading down the right-hand
margin of Brooks’s original. An array of writers, including Pulitzer Prize winners, T. S.
Eliot Prize winners, National Book Award winners, and National Poet Laureates, have
written poems for this anthology: Rita Dove, Billy Collins, Nikki Giovani, Sharon Olds,
Tracy K. Smith, Mark Doty, Sharon Draper, and Julia Glass are just a few of the
contributing poets.

Suggested by Megan Haught, Teaching & Engagement/Research & Information
Services
The Heart Aroused: poetry and the preservation of the soul in corporate America
by David Whyte
David Whyte brings his unique perspective as poet and consultant to the workplace,
showing readers how fulfilling work can be when they face their fears and follow their
dreams. Going beneath the surface concerns about products and profits, organization
and order, Whyte addresses the needs of the heart and soul, and the fears and desires
that many workers keep hidden.
Suggested by Rebecca Hawk, Circulation
The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever
since her body grew into curves, Xiomara Batista has learned to let her fists and her
fierceness do the talking. She pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a
leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers–especially after she catches
feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about.
Mami is determined to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, and Xiomara
understands that her thoughts are best kept to herself. When she is invited to join her
school’s slam poetry club, she can’t stop thinking about performing her poems.
Suggested by Emma Gisclair, Curriculum Materials Center
The Poetry of Arab Women: a contemporary anthology edited by Nathalie Handal
Arab women poets work within one of the oldest literary traditions in the world, yet they
are virtually unknown in the West. Uniting Arab women poets from the all over the Arab
World anti abroad, Nathalie Handal has put together an outstanding collection that
introduces poets who write in Arabic, French, English, and Swedish, among them some
of the twentieth century’s most accomplished poets and today’s most exciting new
voices. Translated by distinguished translators and poets from around the world, The
Poetry of Arab Women showcases the work of 82 poets, among them: Etel Adnan,
Andre Chedid, Salma Khadra Jayyusi, Naomi Shihab Nye, and Fadwa Tuqan.
Suggested by Christina Wray, Teaching & Engagement
The Rain in Portugal by Billy Collins
The Rain in Portugal—a title that admits he’s not much of a rhymer—sheds Collins’s
ironic light on such subjects as travel and art, cats and dogs, loneliness and love,
beauty and death. A student of the everyday, Collins here contemplates a weather
vane, a still life painting, the calendar, and a child lost at a beach. His imaginative
fabrications have Shakespeare flying comfortably in first class and Keith Richards
supporting the globe on his head. By turns entertaining, engaging, and enlightening,
The Rain in Portugal amounts to another chorus of poems from one of the most

respected and familiar voices in the world of American poetry.
Suggested by Larry Cooperman, Research & Information Services
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